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The man was lean and brown with a sharp face and two long sulphur-coloured teeth

that protruded from the upper jaw, overlapping theb lower lip, pressing it inward.
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The kind of dark furtive eyes he had were those of an animal that lives its life peering

out cautiously and forever from a hole in the ground.
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‘Down the sewer. Where the hell you think I put it!
‘There! the ratman cried, triumphant.
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The accent was similar to Claud’s, the broad soft accent of the Buckinghamshire

countryside, but his voice was more throaty, the words more fruity in his mouth.

[ A2 R]

Z @ broad %, #V DRV, soft 1T, HKEF(ENs, gNdjDEIITEFEIND)ELEDDON
Fnwies 9,

5] : speak English with a broad German accent ONEW KA Yk D D JFE A2 MEZ
[fEIER]

BT O NTENEOVEY 72



$;OU—X1887EH (2015%F2 B8)

(p393-p611) * * * gl

[y ZWNVINE, ZWVDETAKDOENDLHoTEBAL, 2F 0, KITEATASNE
WEITT DAL, DD KIZENRWE ST LAY, Lrb X, KTz
MCE EnpnE S5z, m<moTAL]
‘... Then you suspend the bags from the roof of the sewer so they hang down not quite

touchin’ the water. See? Not quite touchin’, and just high enough so a rat can reach ’em.’
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He raised himself up and down a few times on his toes, swaying gently, and in a voice

soft and secretive, he said: ‘Want to see somethin’?
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‘What are you going to do?’ I asked. I had a feeling I was going to like this one even less

than the last.
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The man leaned forward towards the rat, following it with his face, watching it all the

time with his eyes, and suddenly the rat panicked and leaped sideways in the air.
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The rat was pressing its body flat against the car bonnet, tense and terrified. The
ratman was also tense, but with a dangerous active tensity that was like a tight-wound
spring. The shadow of a smile flickerd around the skin of his mouth.

Then suddenly he struck.
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