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Some three years ago I drove down to Provence to spend a summer weekend with a lady

who was interesting to me simply because she possessed an extroadinarily powerful

muscle in a region where other women have no muscles at all.
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“With the traffic in between?”

“With heavy traffic in between,” he said.
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“Yes,” he said, ‘the eight pure primary odour is the sexual stimulant that caused
primitive man to behave like a dog thousands of years ago. It has a very peculiar
molecular structure.’

‘Then you say we know what it is?’

‘Of course I know what it 1s.’
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The tufts of hair sprouting from his nostrils gave him a pixie look, but that was

camouflage.
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He was a totally amoral man, that much was clear, but then so was I. He was also a

wicked man, and although I cannot in all honesty claim wickedness as one of my own

virtues, I find it irresistible in others.
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Henri Biotte made apologies and excuses to his hostess and rushed back to Paris that

night. Within a week he had given up his old job and had rented three rooms to serve as

a laboratory. These were on the third floor of a house on the Left Bank, on the Rue de

Cassette, just off the Boulevard Raspaille.
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Beneath her white overall, this rather austere research chemist turned out to be a

sinewy and flexible female of immense dexterity. The experiments she performed, first

with the oscillator, then with the high-speed centrifuge, were absolutely breathtaking.
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She was groomed and dressed for the greatest occasion of her life, and in the two

seconds that elapsed before either of us spoke, I was able to take most of it in —
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Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?
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