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The man behind the desk 1<pulled a folded newspaper towards him>, 2<and> began to
read3<:>The4<building>5<of>the great automatic 6<computing engine>(,7<ordered>
by 8<the government> 9<some time ago>,) 10<is now complete>. 11<It> is
12<probably> the fastest 13<electronic calculating machine> in the world today.
11<Its> 14<function> is 15<to satisfy> the 16<ever-increasing> need 17<of> 18<science,
industry, and administration> 19<for> rapid 20<mathematical -calculation>
{21<which>(, in the past, by traditional methods,) 22<would have been physically
impossible>23<, or> 24<would have required more time than the problems justified>}.
The speed(25< with which the new engine works>)(, said Mr John Bohlen26<,> head of
27<the firm of electrical engineers> mainly responsible for its construction,) 28<may be
grasped> by the fact {29<that> 11<it> can provide the correct answer 30<in five
seconds> 31<to a problem> (than 32<would occupy> a mathematician for a month)}.
33<In three minutes>,/ 11<it> 34<can produce> 35<a calculation> [that {by hand Gf it
were possible)} 36<would fill half a million sheets of foolscap paper>]. The automatic
computing engine uses 37<pulses of electricity>(, generated at the rate of a million a
second,) 38<to solve> all calculations (39<that> 40<resolve themselves into>
41<addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division>). 42<For> 43<practical

purposes> there is no limit 44<to (what it can do> ...)’
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The automatic computing engine uses pulses of electricity to solve all calculations ...
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‘How would you like to take a week’s holiday? Do you good. You've earned it.’
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‘Of course,” he said, speaking aloud, ‘it’s completely ridiculous.’
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Careful now, Mr Bohlen told himself. Treat him carefully. He’s valuable, this one is. If

only he didn’t look so awful, with that long horse face and the big teeth. The fellow had

ears as big as rhubarb leaves.
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