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Then I sort of froze up and sat staring at him for at least a minute before I got hold of
myself and made an answer.

‘This is a smoker,’ I said, ‘so you may do as you please.’
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I can’t say I've ever had an actual conversation with him before — we are rather a

reserved lot on our station — but a crisis like this will usually break the ice.
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They were pointed shoes, and it was my duty to rub the leather with a bone for fifteen

minutes each day to make it shine.
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“'m glad to meet you,” he said, lowering the paper to his lap. ‘Mine’s Fortescur —

Jocelyn Fortescue, Eton 1916.
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