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Clements had seen him coming, and now, as he watched Mr Botibol threading his way
cautiously between the tables and the people, walking on his toes in such a meek and
self-effacing manner and clutching his hat before him with both hands, he thought how

wretched it must be for any man to look as conspicuous and as odd as this Botibol.
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This was merely an exploratory, much-too-low bid, a kind of signal to the seller that the

buyers were seriously interested.
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Clements then spoke briefly about the drawing up and signing of documents, and when

all that had been arranged, he called for two more cocktails.
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When the wine came along Clements tried to have a talk about that.
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That solicitor gave me too much wine, he told himself.
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He reached for the paper and pretended to read it, but soon he was searching furtively

among the radio programmes for the evening. He put his finger under a line which said

‘8.30 symphony Concert. Brahms Symphony No. 2’.
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But the thunderous applause and the cheering which came at the end of the symphony

was the most splendid thing of all.
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Mr Botibol turned and saw standing beside him at the counter a squat, short-legged girl

with a face as plain as a pudding.
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That’s better, she thought. That’s much better. Now I know it’s all right.
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