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The bell itself was on the wall directly above the sink, and it never failed to make her
jump if it rang when she happened to be near. For this reason, neither her husband nor

any of the children ever used it. It seemed to ring extra loud this time, and Anna jumped

extra high.
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Veins were no good. Veins made plenty of mess, but they never quite managed to do the
trick. Then again, the razor-blade was not an easy thing to hold, not if one had to make

a firm incision, pressing it right home all the way, deep deep down. But she wouldn’t

fail. The ones who failed were the ones actually wanted to fail. She wanted to succeed.
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Nine of the staff were down with flu. Only two were left, excluding herself.
(R p140)
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She kept running from one cubicle to the next, taking messages that she did not

understand.
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And now Anna felt her passion being drawn out of her as if a long live nerve were being

drawn slowly out of her body, a long live thread of electric fire, and she cried out to
Conrad to go on and on and on, and as she did so, in the middle of it all, somewhere
above her, she heard another voice, and this other voice grew louder and liuder, more

and more insistent, demanding to be heard:
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JR3C : The things he did to her during the next few moments were terrible and exquisite.

He was, she knew, merely getting her ready, preparing her, or as they say in the

hospital, prepping her for the operation itself, but oh God, she had never known or

experienced anything even remotely like this. And it was all exceedingly quick, for ...
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