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WHEN, ABOUT EIGHT years ago, old Sir William Turton died and his son Basil

inherited The Turton Press (as well as the title), I can remember how they started

laying bets around Fleet Street as to how long it would be before some nice young

woman managed to persuade the little fellow that she must look after him.
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That is to say, him and his money.
(BR3X p247)
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Naturally, the vultures started gathering at once, and I believe that not only Fleet

Street but very nearly the whole of the city was looking on eagerly as they scrambled for

the body.
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This was a mistake because precisely at that moment a dazzling creature called Natalia
something or other, whom nobody had heard of before, swept in from the Continent,

took Sir Basil firmly ...
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By now, as you must have guessed, she was not only running the whole of The Turton

Press, but as a result had become a considerable political force in the country.
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The pier of the balustrades were surmounted by stone obelisks — the Italian influence

on the Tudor mind — and a flight of steps at least a hundred feet wide led up to the

house.
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...all that he would ask was that instead of a tip I should give him thirty-three and a

third per cent of my winnings at cards over the week-end.
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In any event Jelks was a nuisance all evening; and so was Lady Turton who was

constantly called to the phone on newspaper business.
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Once she put her arms around one of the protruding wooden limbs and hugged it, and

another time she climbed up and sat side-saddle on the thing, holding imaginary reins

in her hands.
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