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We could feel the hot air touching the inside of our lungs when we breathed and we
found it better if we almost closed our lips and breathed in quickly; it was cooler that

way.
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Our two Hurricanes were standing a few yards away, each with that patient, smug look
which fighter planes have when the engine is not turning, and beyond them the thin

black strip of the runway sloped down towards the beaches and towards the sea.
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The heat haze hung like a vapour over the aerodrome.
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The Stag moved his feet on the hot ground.
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We stood looking northwards into the clear sky, and we shifted our feet on the ground

because of the softness of the tar and because of the heat.
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‘And anyway, I'd like to meet the Vichy Frenchman who can get Fin.’
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We were in Palestine fighting the Vichy French in Syria.
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‘No,” said Fin. ‘Cabaret girls make fine wives. They are never unfaithful. There is no

novelty for them in being unfaithful; that would be like going back to the old job.’
(p184)
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Others were coming up and crowding around him now, fitters and riggers and the men

who drove the fire tender, and they all waited to hear what Fin would say.
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I remember the one that had its rear turret shot away, which flew along with the

gunner

hanging out of the tail by his straps, struggling to get back into the machine.
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