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The old man who was called Drioli shuffled painfully along the sidewalk of the rue de

Rivoli.
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He moved on glancing without any interest at the things in the shop windows —

perfume, silk ties and shirts, diamonds, porcelain, antique furniture, finely bound

books.
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The Cite Falguire, that was it!
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: the drunken parties, the cheap white wine, the furious quarrels, and always, always

the bitter sullen face of the boy brooding over his work.
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‘And I have made nothing. We can celebrate that also.’
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But it was evening now and he was wealthy as a pig, ...
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The tattoo was applied so heavily it looked almost like an impasto. The boy had followed

as closely as possible the original brush strokes, filling them in solid, and it was

marvellous the way he had made use of the spine and the protrusion of the shoulder

blades so that they became part of the composition.
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Then had come the second war, and Josie being killed, and the Germans arriving, and

that was the finish of his business.
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It wasn’t very easy for an old man to know what to do, especially when one did not like

to beg. Yet how else could he keep alive?
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‘Sixty-one.’

‘But you are perhaps not very robust, no?
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He edged strait into the arms of a tall man who put out his hands and caught him

gently by the shoulders.
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‘No, no, please! You misunderstand. This surgeon will put a new piece of skin in the

place of the old one. It is simple.’
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It wasn’t more than a few weeks later that a picture by Soutine, of a woman’s head,

painted in an unusual manner, nicely framed and heavily varnished, turned up for sale

in Buenos Aires. That — and the fact that there is no hotel in Cannes called Bristol —

causes one to wonder a little, and to pray for the old man’s health, and to hope fervently

that wherever he may be at this moment, there is a plump attractive girl to manicure

the nails of his fingers, and a maid to bring him his breakfast in bed in the mornings.
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