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For you must understand that thousands of the heroines whom I mention in the diaries

are still only half dead, and if you were foolish enough to splash their lilywhite

reputation with scarlet print, they would have your head on a salver in two seconds flat,
and probably roast it in the oven for good measure.
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At the time of the Sinai episode, Oswald Hendryks Cornelius was fifty-one years old,

and he had, of course, never been married. ‘I am afraid,” he was in the habit of saying,

‘that I have been blessed or should I call it burdened, with an uncommonly fastidious

nature.’

In some ways, this was true, but in others, and especially in so far as marriage was

concerned, the statement was the exact opposite of the truth.
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He was not even a normal polygamous man. He was, to be honest, such a wanton and
incorrigible philanderer that no bride on earth would have put up with him for more

than a few days, let alone for the duration of a honey-moon—although heaven knows

there were enough who would have been willing to give it a try.
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His collection of spiders, or more accurately his collection of Arachnida, because it
included scorpions and pedipalps, was possibly as comprehensive as any outside a
museum, and his knowledge of the hundreds of genera and species was impressive.
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The staff was just beginning to stir. I stirred them up some more and got the best room

available.
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Then I put my white topee on my head, and eased myself slowly out of the car, out of my

comfortable hermit-crab shell, and into the sunlight.
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