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When Yorky comes up on to the wing and gets sick, I’ 1l say, Yorky you old son of a bitch,

have you fixed my car yet. Then when I get out I’ 11 make my report. Later I’ 11 go up to

London. I’ 1l take that half bottle of whisky with me and I’ 1l give it to Bluey. We’ 11 sit
in her room and drink it.
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We’ 1l go everywhere in cars. I always hated walking except when I walked down the
street of the coppersmiths in Baghdad, but I could go in a rickshaw.
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He throttled back, pulled off his helmet, undid his straps and pushed the stick hard
over to the left. The Spitfire dipped its port wing and turned smoothly over on to its
back. The pilot fell out.
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‘Well, well,” he said. ‘So you’ ve decided to wake up at last. How are you feeling?’
‘I feel all right.’
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That evening the nurse came in with a basin of hot water and began to wash him.
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Slowly the grain of doubt grew, and with it came fear, a light, dancing fear that

warned but did not frighten; the kind of fear that one gets not because one is afraid, but

because one feels that there is something wrong.
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With two arms and one leg, he crawled over towards the window. He would reach
forward as far as he could with his arms, then he would give a little jump and slide his
left leg along after them. Each time he did it, it jarred his wound so that he gave a sort
grunt of pain, but he continued to crawl across the floor on two hands and one knee.
When he got to the window he reached up, and one at a time he placed both hands on
the sill. Slowly he raised himself up until he was standing on his left leg. Then quickly
he pushed aside the curtains and looked out.
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