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The money he has was earned by his dead father_whose memory he is inclined to

despise.
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His DConstables, Boningtons, Lautrecs, Redons, Vuillards, Matthew Smiths are as
fine as anything in the Tate; and because they are so fabulous and beautiful they create
an atmosphere of suspense around him in the home, @ something tantalizing,
breathtaking, faintly frightening — frightening to think that he has the power and the
right, if he feels inclined, to slash, tear, plunge his fist through a superb Dedham Vale, a
Mont Saint-Victoire, an Arles cornfield, a Tahiti maiden, a portrait of Madame Cezanne.
And from the walls on which these wonders hang there issues a little golden glow of
splendour, a subtle emanation or grandeur in which he lives and moves and entertains
with ®a sly nonchalance that is not entirely unpractised.
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Gladys Ponsonby is an unusually short woman, certainly not more than four feet nine or

ten, maybe even less than that — one of those tiny persons who gives me, when I am
beside her, the comical, rather wobbly feeling that I am standing on a chair.
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‘I think John Royden is a genius. Don’ t you think he’ s a genius, Lionel?’
‘Well — that might be going a bit far.’
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— and Gladys Ponsonby, sitting upright on the sofa with her feet not quite touching the

floor, her eyes away from me now, looking at the wall, began cleverly to mimic the deep
tone of that voice I knew so well —
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I now decided, on the spur of the moment, that it would be best if I were to go abroad in

the interim; and the very next morning, after sending a message to Janet (with whom,
you will remember, I was due to dine that night) telling her I had been called away, I
left for Italy.
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* 18
The picture of Janet de Pelagia had been painted and hung in the Exhibition, and it was
already_the subject of much favourable comment both by the critics and the public.
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---, adding a drop or two more of alcohol to my mixture, testing again, adding another
drop until finally it was just strong enough to loosen the pigment.



FU—X18E51H (2010F 12 B5)

WRIZ—M., —MeTrva—nzelzens, TLTCEREAZRL TAL, AENRLH
EOFELBRTHIRBREORSICTAEDIZ, EBIC ., Tra— 1% -5 LT,

[fZE5R]
MEaRNET DRRE] TlX, BHFEOFEMEOERR TV,
BIER : BOANRSI EFZTENKRBE LY, EHIZ—M., 7Vva—nzkzb LT,

* iR A

I didn’ t for the life of me know what the thing was called, but it was a formidable
apparatus constructed of what appeared to be a strong thick elastic material, and its
purpose was apparently to contain and to compress the woman’ s bulging figure into a
neat streamlined shape, giving a quite false impression of slimness.
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Janet de Pelagia was wearing the same black dress she had used for the portrait, and

every time I caught sight of her, a kind of huge bubble-vision — as in those absurd

cartoons — would float up above my head, and in it I would see Janet in her
underclothes, the black brassiere, the pink elastic belt, the suspenders, the jockey’ s
legs.
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She informed me — with what I thought was just a trace of relish — that everybody
was up in arms, that all of them, all my old and loving friends were saying the most
terrible things about me and had sworn never never to speak to me again. Except her,

(Dshe kept saying. Everybody except her. And didn’t I think it would be rather cozy, she

asked, @if she were to come down and stay with me a few days to cheer me up?
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