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At last the really bad roll came, and Mr William Botibol, sitting at the purser’s table,

saw his plate of poached turbot with hollandaise sauce sliding suddenly away from

under his fork.
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‘Oh, my word yes, sir. We slackened off considerable since this started. You got to

slacken off speed in weather like this or you'll be throwing the passengers all over the
ship.’
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Ninety per cent to go to the winner, ten per cent to seamen’s charities.
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There was no point in pretending that he had the slightest chance now—not unless the
goddam ship started to go backwards. They’d have to put her in reverse and go full

speed astern and keep right on going if he was to have any chance of winning it now.
Well, maybe he should ask the captain to do just that. Offer him ten per cent of the
profits. Offer him more if he wanted it. Mr Botibol started to giggle.
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Mr Botibol was both frightened and excited when he stepped out on to the sun deck in
his sports clothes. His small body was wide at the hips, tapering upward to extremely
narrow sloping shoulders, so that it resembled, in shape at any rate, a bollard.
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Every minute, every second gained would help him win.
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Soon a tiny round black head appeared in the foam, an arm raised above it, once, twice,
vigorously waving, and a small faraway voice was heard calling something that was
difficult to understand.
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“You better come down now, the bony woman said. Her mouth had suddenly become

firm, her whole face sharp and alert, and she spoke less kindly than before.
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