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By the time evening came the passengers, with twelve hours of good weather behind
them, were beginning to feel confident, and at eight o’clock that night the main
dining-room was filled with people eating and drinking with the assured, complacent
air of seasoned sailors.
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‘Well,” the purser said, ‘there she goes.” He glanced around with approval at the

remainder of his flock who were sitting quiet, looking complacent, their faces reflecting
openly that extraordinary pride that travelers seem to take in being recognized as ‘good
sailors’.
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They were grouping themselves politely around the various tables, the men a little stiff

in their dinner jackets, a little pink and overshaved and stiff beside their cool
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white-armed women.
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‘As you all know,” the auctioneer was saying, ‘low field covers every number below the
smallest number in the range, in this case every number below five hundred and five. So,
if you think this ship is going to cover less than five hundred and five miles in the
twenty-four hours ending at noon tomorrow, you better get in and buy this number. So
what am I bid?’
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She turned and smiled at him, a surprisingly lovely, almost a beautiful smile, although
the face itself was very plain. ‘Hullo,” she answered him.
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‘And don’t you ever go wandering about on deck alone like this again. You know quite

well you're meant to wait for me.’
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