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He decided to take the Queen Anne first, the house with the elms. It had looked nicely

dilapidated through the binoculars. The people there could probably do with some

money. He was always lucky with Queen Annes, anyway.
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There were six drawers in all, two long ones in the middle and two shorter ones on

either side. The serpentine front was magnificently ornamented along the top and sides

and bottom, and also vertically between each set of drawers, with intricate carvings of

festoons and scrolls and clusters. The brass handles, although partly obscured by white

paint, appeared to be superb.
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