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Many people have married whose chances to do so were much inferior to Miss Martha’s.
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Once Miss Martha saw a red and brown stain on his fingers.
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It was a Venetian scene. A splendid marble palazzo (so it said on the picture) stood in
the foreground—or rather forewater. For the rest there were gondolas (with the lady
trailing her hand in the water), clouds, sky, and chiaroscuro in plenty.
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To be able to judge perspective at a glance—and to live on stale bread!
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What a thing it would be for art and perspective if genius were backed by two thousand
dollars in bank, a bakery, and a sympathetic heart to—But these were day-dreams,
Miss Martha.
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For a long time that day her mind dwelt on the subject. She imagined the scene when he

should discover her little deception.
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