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Two or three times a week a customer came in in whom she began to take an interest.
He was a middle-aged man, wearing spectacles and a brown beard trimmed to a careful
point.
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He spoke English with a strong German accent. His clothes were worn and darned in
places, and wrinkled and baggy in others. But he looked neat, and had very good
manners.
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“Blumberger’s been buying the bread here. Well, today—well, you know, ma’am, that
butter isn’t —well,

Blumberger’s plan isn’t good for anything now except to cut up into railroad

sandwiches.”
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