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An army was marching in the sky.
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All along the route people had heard the noise and knew what it was; they knew that,
soon, even before they had gone to sleep, there would be a battle.
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Her face was white and the skin seemed to have been drawn tightly over her cheeks and
gathered up in wrinkles around her eyes.
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She was so close to it and she could see the way in which the nose of the machine

reached out far ahead of everything, as though the bird was craning its neck in the

eagerness of its passage.
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He looked around and when he saw her, he smiled and stretched out his hand and

touched her shoulder, and then all the fear and the loneliness and the longing went out
of her and she was happy.
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Outside the moon was low in the sky. The frost lay heavier than ever on the fields and
on the hedges and there was no noise anywhere.
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