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In the evenings sometimes---working on her embroidery, or painting those small

intricate flower pictures--- the face would tighten and glimmer with a subtle inward

strength that was beautiful beyond words, and I would sit and stare at it minute after
minute while pretending to read.
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Even now, at this moment, with that compressed acid look, the frowning forehead, the
petulant curl of the nose, I had to admit that there was a majestic quality about this
woman, something splendid, almost stately; and so tall she was, far taller than I
---although today, in her fifty-first year, I think one would have to call her big rather
than tall.
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One of the gardeners was coming up the drive from his lunch. I could see the roof of his
cottage through the trees, and beyond it to one side, the place where the drive went out
through the iron gates on the Canterbury road.
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‘It doesn’t make any difference at all.” She was sitting very upright, staring at me with
those round grey eyes, and the chin was beginning to come up high in a peculiarly
contemptuous manner. ‘Don’t be such a pompous hypocrite,” she said. ‘What on earth’s
come over you?
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I concentrated on a tray of the lovely Vanessa cardui---the ‘painted lady’---and ---
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He was handsome in a long-faced, horsy sort of way, with dark-brown eyes that seemed

to be gentle and sympathetic.
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We all four of us took the game seriously, which is the only way to take it, and we played
silently, intently, hardly speaking at all except to bid.
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She herded us out of the room and we went upstairs, the four of us together. On the way
up, there was the usual talk about breakfast and what they wanted and how they were
to call the maid.
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The little radio warmed up just in time to catch the noise of their door opening and

closing again.
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