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I lowered my book and looked across at her lying with her feet up on the sofa, flipping

over the pages of some fashion magazine.



U—X15821E 4 RALES) [WELZEEL bPBE] ORRKE

FNIARZ ST T, EOFHFICRERL -T2, Hikid, 22T EEE. V7 7I2RZIAN
T, 77 vvarEE T RT b o T,

[f#E5R ]

Exz@mL HITFTEE, ) 2&, [H2MREITR-> THZZEFIINETTND ] O TRy
REBETH LTS OnEFmEOTLE D,

TR A2 — 30124 % &, Her feet were up on the sofa. (DL Y 7 7 » LT L& Th
%) DEY  MIANFIZIe o TWDH DT, Zivik, LiZH < & & T She had half raised herself
up off the sofa,  (FPEHEZE L OEH D b LHENTEA D, WE Y 7 7 OFH#NITEAT
TWBDO0E L7, cf. lie with one’s face down (9 DfRH1272 %) curl up on the sofa
(Y770 LETHEERT, WEih TRIZRD)

(BEER)

MrEiFicizo> T

O ER - k%

“You know very well why I asked them, she answered sharply. ‘For bridge, that’s all.
They play an absolutely first-class game, and for a decent stake.” She glanced up and

saw me watching her. ‘Well,” she said, ‘that’s about the way you feel too, isn’t it?’
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I fetched back the clock. Then I tidied myself up in the bathroom, returned my tools to
the workshop, and prepared to meet the guests. But first, to compose myself, and so that

I would not have to appear in front of them with the blood, as it were, still wet on my

hands, I spent five minutes in the library with my collection.
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‘Quick!” she cried. ‘Turn it on!” My wife was always like that, frightened that she was
going to miss something. She had a reputation, when she went hunting---I never go
myself ---of always being right up with the hounds whatever the cost to herself or her
horse for fear that she might miss a kill.
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‘I promise, I promise I won’t do it again,” the girl was saying.
‘We're not taking any chances,” the man answered grimly.
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‘All right,” the man’s voice was saying. ‘Now we’ll start from the beginning. Ready?

‘Oh Henry, please!” She sounded very near to tears.

‘Come on, Sally. Pull yourself together.’

Then, in a quite different voice, the one we had been used to hearing in the living-room,
Henry Snape said, ‘One club.” I noticed that there was a curious lilting, emphasis on the
word ‘one’, the first part of the word drawn out long.

‘Ace queen of clubs,” the girl replied wearily. ‘King jack of spades. No hearts, and ace
jack of diamonds.’
‘And how many cards to each suit? Watch my finger positions carefully.’

‘You said we could miss those.’

‘Well---if you're quite sure you know them?’
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