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He had been flying in France in the early days and he was in Britain during the Battle.
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He was in the Western Desert when we had nothing and he was in Greece and Crete.
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His eyes were bright and dark. They were never still unless they were looking into your

own.
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Each time I go out, I say to myself, shall it be these or shall it be those? Which ones are

the worst?
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Perhaps if I make a little skid to the left I will get a houseful of lousy women-shooting

German soldiers, or perhaps if I make that little skid I will miss getting the soldiers and

get an old man in a shelter.
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Stinker had a dog, a great big Alsatian, and he loved that dog as though it was his
father and his mother and everything else he had, and the dog loved Stinker.
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We had a waiter who was very quick.
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‘Jinking isn’t anything,’ I said. ‘It’s like not touching the cracks on the pavement when
you're walking along.’

‘Balls. That’s just personal. Doesn’t affect anyone else.’
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‘Tl bet I have. Shall we have another drink?
‘Yes, one for the road.’
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We stood there waiting and we could see the lights of the cars as they came round the

bend over to the left, coming towards us with the tyres swishing on the wet surface and

going past us up the road to the bridge which goes over the river.
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