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And when he had looked down, the pin was sticking into the flesh all by itself behind the
anklebone, almost half of it buried.
‘Take it out’ he had said. ‘You can poison someone like that.’
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A strange and difficult woman, that’s what she was. Mind you, she used not to be, but

there’s no doubt at all that right now she was as strange and difficult as they come.

Especially at night.
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He paused awhile then, listening, and he wasn’t sure, but he thought he could hear the
guns starting up again far away down the valley, heavy stuff mostly, seventy-fives and
maybe_a couple of mortars somewhere in the background.
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And a long silence now, the man standing errect, motionless, the woman sitting
motionless in the bed, and it was so quiet suddenly that through the open window they

could hear the water in the millstream going over the dam far down the valley on the

next farm.
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