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Mary Maloney was waiting for her husband to come home from work.

Now and again she would glance up at the clock, but without anxiety, merely to please
herself with the thought that each minute gone by made it nearer the time when he
would come. There was a slow smiling air about her, and about everything she did. The
drop of the head as she bent over her sewing was curiously tranquil. Her skin ---for this
was her sixth month with child---had acquired a wonderful translucent quality, the

mouth was soft, and the eyes, with their new placid look, seemed larger, darker than

before.
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All right then, they would have lamb for supper. She carried it upstairs, holding the
thin bone-end of it with both her hands, and as she went through the living-room, she
saw him standing over by the window with his back to her, and she stopped.
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The violence of the crash, the noise, the small table overturning, helped bring her out of
the shock.
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And now, she told herself as she hurried back, all she was doing now, she was returning
home to her husband and he was waiting for his supper:;
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