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The lane ran right up to the wood itself and then skirted the edge of it for about three

hundred yards with only a little hedge between.
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He kept his head moving all the time, the eyes sweeping slowly from side to side,

searching for danger. I tried doing the same, but soon I began to see a keeper behind

every tree, so I gave it up.
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Poacher’s arse is nothing to the punishment that a female is willing to endure.
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Claud had told me that the clearing was the place where the young birds were
introduced into the woods in early July, where they were fed and watered and guarded

by the keepers, and where many of them staved from force of habit until the shooting

began.
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Both birds turned their heads sharply at the drop of the raisin. Then one of them

hopped over and made a quick peck at the ground and that must have been it.
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His lips were thin and dry, with some sort of a brownish crust over them.
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Claud was in a whirl of ecstasy now, dashing about like a mad ghost under the trees.
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He spoke the name proudly and with a slight proprietary air, as though he were a
general referring to his bravest officer.
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But they were too dopey still to take any notice of us and within half a minute down
they came again and settled themselves like a swarm of locusts all over the front of my
filling-station.
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