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He refused to smoke for fear of harming his palate, and when discussing a wine, he had
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a curious, rather droll habit of referring to it as though it were a living being.
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Mike had then bet him a case of the wine in question that he could not do it.
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‘Come on, then,” Mike said, rather reckless. ‘I don’t give a damn what it is ---you’re on.’
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“You ought to be ashamed of yourself, Michael, even suggesting such a thing! Your own

daughter, too!
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‘Good!” Mike cried. ‘That’s fine! Then it’s a bet!’
“Yes,” Richard Pratt said, looking at the girl. ‘It’s a bet.’
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He swirled the wine gently around in the glass to receive the bouquet.
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‘Now---from which commune in Medoc does it come?
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But the maid didn’t go away. She remained standing beside and slightly behind Richard
Pratt, and there was something so unusual in her manner and in the way she stood
there, small, motionless and erect, that I for one found myself watching her with a
sudden apprehension.
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