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-, and each month he circulated privately to its members a pamphlet on food and
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wines.
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I had been to dinner at Mike's twice before when Richard Pratt was there, and on each

occasion Mike and his wife had gone out of their way to produce a special meal for the

famous gourmet.
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Mike Schofield was an amiable, middle-aged man. but he was a stockbroker. To be

precise, he was a jobber in the stock market, and like a number of his kind, he seemed to

be somewhat embarrassed, almost ashamed to find that he had made so much money

with so slight a talent.
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As far as I could gather, some story about a chef in a Paris restaurant. As he spoke, he
leaned closer and closer to her, seeming in his eagerness almost to impinge upon her,
and the poor girl leaned as far as she could away from him nodding politely, rather
desperately, and looking not at his face but at the topmost button of his dinner jacket.
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'On top of the green filing cabinet in my study,'Mike said. 'That's the place we chose. A

good draught-free spot in a room with an even temperature. Excuse me now, will you,
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while I fetch it.'

The thought of another wine to play with had restored his humour, (and he ---)
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Mike stood very still behind his chair at the head of the table, carefully holding the
bottle in its ridiculous wicker basket.
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And again I saw, or thought I saw, something distinctly disturbing about the man's face,

that shadow of intentness between the eyes, and in the eyes themselves, right in their

centres where it was black, a small slow spark of shrewdness, hiding.
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Louise Schofield gave a jump.
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'Then it's a pity you didn't say it. But anyway, if you wish to go back on your offer, that's

quite all right with me.'

'Tt's not a question of going back on my offer, old man. It's a no-bet any way, because you

can't match the stake. You yourself don't happen to have a daughter to put up against
mine in case you lose. And if you had, I wouldn't want to marry her.'

T'm glad of that, dear,' his wife said.
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'T'm telling you I can. Though I say it myself, I understand quite a bit about this wine
business, you know. And anyway, heavens alive, girl, I'm your father and you don't

think I'd let you in for---for something you didn't want, do you? I'm trying to make you

some money.'
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'T'm sorry, my dear,' Pratt said, 'but I simply cannot have smoking at table.'
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He held the breath, blew it out through his nose, and finally began to roll the wine

around under the tongue, and chewed it, actually chewed it with his teeth as though it

were bread.
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'Now we can start to eliminate,' he said. "You will pardon me for doing this carefully, but

there is much at stake. Normally I would perhaps take a bit of a chance, leaping

forward quickly and landing right in the middle of the vineyard of my choice.
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He paused again, closing his eyes. 'l am trying to establish the "growth",' he said. 'If I
can do that, it will be half the battle. Now, let me see. This wine is obviously not from a

first-growth vineyard---nor even a second. It is not a great wine. The quality, the

---the---what do you call it? ---the radiance, the power, is lacking. But a third
growth---that it could be. And yet I doubt it. We know it is a good year---our host has

said so---and this is probably flattering it a little bit. I must be careful. I must be very

careful here.'
He picked up his glass and took another small sip.
"Yes,' he said, sucking his lips, 'T was right. It is a fourth growth. Now I am sure of it. A

fourth growth from a very good year---from a great year, in fact. And that's what made

it taste for a moment like a third---or even a second-growth wine. Good! That's better!

Now we are closing in! What are the fourth-growth vineyards in the commune of St
Julien?'
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'Ah! he cried. 'T have it! Yes, I think I have it!"
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For the last time, he sipped the wine. Then, still holding the glass up near his mouth, he

turned to Mike and he smiled, a slow, silky smile, and he said, "You know what this is?

This is the little Chateau branaire-Ducru.'
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It took a few moments for the full meaning of her words to penetrate,
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