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Without in any way wishing to blow my own trumpet, I think that I can claim to being

in most respects a moderately well-matured and rounded individual.
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And even then I always tried to ensure that I touched only the shoulder or the waist or

some other place where the skin was covered, because the one thing I never could stand

was actual contact between my skin and theirs.
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My features were regular,
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My flock, you understand, contained an inordinate number of ladies.
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One would have thought that with all the careful training my mother had given me as a

child, I should have been capable of taking this sort of thing well in my stride;
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It always ends at precisely the same place, no more and no less, and it always begins in

the same peculiarly sudden way, with the screen in darkness, and my mother’s voice

somewhere above me, calling my name;
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We creep back around the cage to keep the baby in view.
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I would see them eyeing me covertly across the room at a whist drive, whispering to one

another, nodding, running their tongues over their lips, sucking at their cigarettes,
plotting the best approach, but always whispering, and sometimes I overheard snatches
of their talk---
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Nothing stimulates them quite so much as a display of modesty or shyness in a man.
And they become doubly persistent if underneath it all they happen to detect---and here

I have a most difficult confession to make---if they happen to detect, as they did in me, a

little secret gleam of longing shining in the backs of the eyes.
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I first isolated the sexes, putting them into two separate cages, and I left them like that

for three whole weeks. Now a rat is a very lascivious animal, and any zoologist will tell

you that for them this is an inordinately long period of separation.
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A Miss Montgomery-Smith came next, a small determined woman who had once tried to

make me believe that she had been engaged to a bishop.
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She died trying to creep on her belly under the lowest wire, and I must say I thought
this a very fair reflection upon the way in which she lived her life.
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; not thin and stringy like the necks of a lot of these so-called modern beauties, but thick
and strong with a slight ridge running down either side where the sinews bulged.
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But here I was now, the same old me, actually relishing the contact of those enormous

bare arms against my body!
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Had it been a red-hot iron someone was pushing into my face I wouldn’t have been

nearly so petrified, I swear I wouldn’t.
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I was right inside this enormous mouth, lying on my stomach along the length of the

tongue, with my feet somewhere around the back of the throat;
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I remember screaming for help, but I could hardly hear the sound of my own voice above
the noise of the wind that was caused by the throat-owner’s breathing.
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I also sing madrigals in the evenings, but I miss my own harpsichord terribly.
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