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It was blazing fiercely, with orange flames and clouds of milky smoke, and the smoke
was drifting back over the garden with a wonderful scent of autumn and burning leaves.
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Had she wanted she could easily have called again and made herself heard, but there
was something about a first-class bonfire that impelled her towards it right up close so
she could feel the heat and listen to it burn.
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‘It’ll get burnt!” Louisa cried, and she dropped the dishcloth and darted swiftly in and

grabbed it with both hands, whisking it away and putting it on the grass well clear of

the flames.
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There was a veiled inward expression about the eyes, something curiously omniscient

and pensive, and around the nose a most delicate air of contempt, as though the sight of
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these two middle-aged persons---the one small, plump, and rosy, the other lean and
extremely sweaty ---were a_matter of some surprise but very little importance.
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And after that---well, a touch of Liszt for a change. One of the Petrarch Sonnets. The
second one---that was the loveliest---the E major.
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And lastly, for the encore, a Brahms waltz, or maybe two of them if she felt like it.
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The animal, who a few seconds before had been sleeping peacefully, was now sitting bolt
upright on the sofa, very tense, the whole body aquiver, ears up and eyes wide open,
staring at the piano.

‘Did I frighten you? She asked gently. ‘Perhaps you’ve never heard music before.’

No, she told herself. I don’t think that’s what it is. On second thoughts, it seemed to her

that the cat’s attitude was not one of fear.
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The final proof for her that the animal was listening came at the end, when the music

stopped.
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“You like that’ she asked. “‘You like Vivaldi?

The moment she’d spoken, she felt ridiculous, but not ---and this to her was a trifle

sinister---not quite so ridiculous as she knew she should have felt.
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