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The hawthorn was exploding white and pink and red (Dalong the hedges and the

primroses were growing @underneath in little clumps, and it was beautiful.
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Not many of his Sunday sections had a nice elevation like that to work from.
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He drove up the hill and stopped the car just short of the summit.
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The people there could probably do with some money.
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; and often, at the end of an unusually good performance, it was as much as he could

do to prevent himself from turning aside and taking a bow or two as the thundering
applause of the audience went rolling through the theatre.
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He spent two minites delivering an impassioned eulogy on the extreme Right Wing of

the Conservative Party, then two more denouncing the Socialists.
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It was a favourite test of his, and it was always an intriguing sight to see him

lowering himself delicately into the seat, waiting for the ‘give’, expertly gauging the

precise but infinitesimal degree of shrinkage that the years had caused in the mortice
and dovetail joints.
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They had seen him stop and gasp and stare, and they must have seen his face turning

red,_or maybe it was white, but in any event they had seen enough to spoil the whole

goddamn business if he didn’t do something about it quick.
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It was a most impressive handsome affair, built in the French rococo style of

Chippendale’s Directoire period, a kind of large fat chest-of-drawers set upon four

carved and fluted legs that raised it about a foot from the ground.
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The men were staring at this queer moon-faced clergyman with the bulging eyes, not
quite so suspiciously now because he did seem to know a bit about his subject.
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