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‘I’m so glad you appeared,’ she said, looking earnestly into his face. ‘I was beginning to 
get worried.’ 
 ‘That’s all right,’ Billy answered brightly. ‘You mustn’t worry about me.’ 
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Everyone has to do that because it’s the law of the land, and we don’t want to go 
breaking any laws at this stage in the proceedings, do we? 
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‘They sound somehow familiar’ he said. 
‘They do? How interesting.’ 
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‘I’m almost positive I’ve heard those names before somewhere. Isn’t that queer? ’ 
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Christopher Mulholland wasn’t that the name of the Eaton schoolboy who was on a 
walking-tour through the West Country, and then all of a sudden ’ 
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‘Milk?’ she said. ‘And sugar?’ 
‘Yes, please. And then all of a sudden ’ 
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‘Eton schoolboy?’ she said. ‘Oh no, my dear, that can’t possibly be right because my Mr 
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Mulholland was certainly not an Eton schoolboy when he came to me.  
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‘That parrot,’ he said at last. ‘You know something? It had me completely fooled when I 
first saw it through the window from the street. I could have sworn it was alive.’ 
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