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it was about nine o’clock in the evening and the moon was coming up out of a clear 

starry sky over the houses opposite the station entrance. 
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Briskness, he had decided, was the one common characteristic of all successful 
businessmen. 
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Suddenly, in a downstairs window that was brilliantly illuminated by a street-lamp not 
six yards away, Billy caught sight of a printed notice propped up against the glass in 
one of the upper panes. 
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He had stayed a couple of nights in a pub once before and he had liked it. 
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The name itself conjured up images of watery cabbage, rapacious landladies, and a 
powerful smell of kippers in the living-room. 
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The old girl is slightly dotty, Billy told himself. But at five and sixpence a night, who 
gives a damn about that? 
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‘I should’ve thought you’d be simply swamped with applicants,’he said politely. 
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And it is such a pleasure, my dear, such a very great pleasure when now and again I 
open the door and I see someone standing there who is just exactly right. 
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I’ve put a water-bottle between the sheets to air them out, Mr Weaver. 
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