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‘Oh dear,” Mr Boggis said, clasping his hands. “There I go again. I should never have

started this in the first place.’
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What wouldn’t a newspaperman give to get a picture of that!
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Just the right amount for a leisurely afternoon’s work.
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He could become grave and charming for the aged, obsequious for the rich, sober for
the godly, masterful for the weak, mischievous for the widow, arch and saucy for the
spinster.
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The idea behind Mr Boggs’s little secret was a simple one, and it had come to him as a
result of something that had happened on a certain Sunday afternoon nearly nine
years before, while he was driving in the country.
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Each of these squares covered an actual area of five miles by five, which was about as

much territory, he estimated, as he could cope with on a single Sunday, were he to
comb it thoroughly.
ENOLDOEFBITENEN, FERICIT, LEFANVOEMICH TUEEY | HFDOFHET
X, AR AT ERKBEEDNDL HBVOHIKIE S T2 b RUERIIZER L THA<
ZEbARETE T,

[fi#z57]
[ZOEBIZITDAEND ] DT LEY N, HEMAY) Lozt THEF<
ANVIEEDHEBETHY |

L FiRlbarN=FS

It was the comparatively isolated places, the large farmhouses and the rather
dilapidated country mansions, that he was looking for;
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From now on, it was all farmhouses, and the nearest was about half a mile up the
road.
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When the men caught sight of Mr Boggis walking forward in his black suit and
parson’s collar, they stopped talking and seemed suddenly to stiffen and freeze,
becoming absolutely still, motionless, three faces turned towards him, watching him
suspiciously as he approached.
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‘Oh dear me, no. It’s just my heart. I'm so sorry. It happens every now and then. -
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He knew their history backwards---that the first was ‘discovered’ in 1920, in a house

at Moreton in Marsh, and was sold at Sotheby’s the same year;
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The serpentine front was magnificently ornamented along the top and sides and
bottom, and also vertically between each set of drawers, with intricate carvings of

festoons and scrolls and clusters.
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I've got_a rather curious table in my own little home, one of those low things that

people put in front of the sofa, sort of a coffee-table, and last Michaelmas, when I
moved houses, the foolish movers damaged the legs in the most shocking way.-
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Take a look at that. Notice the exact evenness of the spiral? See it? ---
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In ten minutes it’s worth fifteen or twenty thousand! The Boggis Commode! In ten
minutes it’ll be loaded into your car---it'll go in easy---and you’ll be driving back to
London and singing all the way!
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